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Abstract

Praise be to Allah the Lord of all Worlds and prayers & peace be upon our Prophet
Muhammad, his noble family, and his all companions.

The title of this study is “The Ditch Incident according to Arabic and Old Sources -
Modern Historic Study”. It consists of an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion,
appendices, index of Arabic and foreign sources and references, and a list of contents,
as follows:

* Imtroduction: It includes the importance of the topic and a study of the most
important sources and references.
* Preface: It includes the political, economic, social, and religious conditions of old
Najran City before the second Abyssinian occupation of Ancient Yemen
in the sixth century.

Chapter I: speaks about the geographical location of Najran and its name and
where archaeological findings. Through several studies, the first
study: the geographical location. The second study: Najran's name and
the third study, speaking about Najran in the writings of Orientalists
and travelers, while the fourth study: is devoted to the study of

archaeological findings in the region.

Chapter II: The religious situations in Najran before the Ditch Incident, and
includes the study of pagan beliefs and The converting to monotheism
in the ancient inscriptions in the first study and the second section, the
study of Judaism, and in the third study: the Christian religion /
Christianity, and the fourth study: devoted to the study of temples and
churches.

Chapter III: Includes the study of divine conflict in the era of Joseph Yathar (Thu
Nawas) and its impact on the Ditch Incident through several studies.
The First: Joseph Yathar attitude of Judaism 2™: Joseph Yathar
attitude of the Christianity. And The 3" the Abyssinian role - in the

Byzantine divine conflict.

Chapter IV:It concentrates on the accounts of Arabic and ancient sources
regarding the place of the ditch in the Holy Qur’an. The term “ditch”
is explained in detail in Arabic with a summary of the sources and
how they are related to the ditch mentioned in the Holy Qur’an. The
first section of the chapter focuses on the engravings that indicate the
ditch was dug in Najran in the sixth century. The second section talks
about the Syriac and Byzantine accounts regarding the incident that
ancient Najran witnesses in the sixth century. The third section tracks
down the Greek and Abyssinian accounts while the fourth one deals
with what the Holy Qur’an says about the ditch and the parable of the
story. The fifth section tackles the Islamic and Arabic accounts about
the people of the ditch and their place whereas the sixth section
presents the most accurate account of the ditch incident.
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JECS

MUS
NENS
PSAS

CIH
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Ja
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RES

BSOAS =
CRAI =

Ad’E =
EI =

EVO =
GJ =
= Journal of Early Christian Studies .
JRAS =
= Le Mus¢on, Louvain

= Journal of Near Eastern Studies, Chicago .

= Proceedings of the Seminar for Arabian Studies
ZDMG =

al Sawda’ =
Al ukhdud =
= Corpus Inscriptionum Semiticarum
Dostal =
Fa =

YM =

ABBREVIATINS

= Arabian Archaeology and Epigraphy, Copenhagu .
= Archidologische Berichte aus dem yemen, Mayence
ARAM =

ARAM Periodical, pubi¢ par la ARAM Society for Syro-
Mesopotamian Studies, Oxford.

Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, London
Comptes-rendus des séances de 1'Académie des Inscriptions et
Belles-Lettres.

Annales d’Ethiopie, Addis -Abeba

Ecriture de Il'histoire et processus de canonisation dans les
premiers siecles de 1'islam .

Egitto e Vicino Oriente, Pisa .

The Geographical Jornal, London

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, London

Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenldndischen Gesellschaft, Wiesbaden.

ABBREVIATINS INSCRIPTIONS

Inscriptions from al-Sawda’ (Nashshan)

JUis sall (3685 de sana
Inscriptions Published by A.Fakhry .

= Inscriptions Published by E. Glaser Collection.
Halevy =
IR =

Inscriptions Published by J.Halevy
Inscriptions Published by M. Iryani

= Istaanboul Museum

= Inscriptions Published by A. Jamme .

= Inscriptions Published by H.STJ.B. Philpy .
= Repertoire d’Epigraphie Semitique .
RIEth =

Recueil des Inscriptions de I’Ethiopie des periods pré-axoumite
et axoumite .

Inscriptions Published by G.Ryckmans

Yemen Museum
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